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Welcome to our inaugural issue 
 
 

The last 12 months have been a compelling time to be a student of public policy, and not only 

because it’s easier to catch the latest epidemic than it is to find a job. Elections in Canada 

and the US, a global recession of historic proportions, and continuing wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan have provided future policy practitioners with an immense array of problem 

solving fodder. Sure, there’s the bit about needing to be in the right place at the right time to 

affect change, but policy students, like most students, don’t need to be asked twice for 

opinions on how complex problems need to be approached and solved. 

 

We at the PPGR, as students of policy, understand that the world that awaits us will always 

be just out of grasp and that equal amounts of frustration and exhilaration will mark all 

endeavours to serve the public trust and solve problems of varying complexity and scope. In 

the meantime, students are mandated to research, think, and write about things that matter 

and problems that need solutions. The PPGR was created to foster just such innovation and 

research at the graduate student level.  In publishing dynamic peer-reviewed work, we aspire 

to showcase the extent and diversity of thought in policy across Canada.   

 

The authors in the inaugural issue span Canada from coast to coast. From 

Vancouver to Halifax, with stops in Toronto and Ottawa in between, the breadth of 

the topics is as expansive as our country: Irish wage negotiation, the Tobin Tax, 

global patent policy, Aboriginal concerns, carbon sequestration, student mental 

health, urban Muslims, and American sex offender laws. The interviews in this issue 

are likewise representative of the concerns of aspiring policy practitioners. Robert 

Fonberg, the Deputy Minister of National Defence, and Michelle d’Auray, the 

Secretary of the Treasury Board, talk about the future of the public service, while 

David Eaves, an open government activist, argues that the public service is facing a 

generation shift and emerging 2.0 technology with bedevilling effects. Finally, Tony 

Dean, the former head of the Ontario Public Service, concedes that chocolate supply 

plays a crucial role in public policy and administration.  
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With this array of perspectives, our aspiration at the PPGR is to set a tone for student-

initiated creative approaches to complex problems, and we hope to have done so with our 

inaugural issue. The world may just be at our fingertips, but contributors to the PPGR show 

that reaching has its rewards.    
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